Use of Weapons (a weapon means any object which is designed

for the purpose of inflicting bodily harm) in Theatrical Productions
The Health & Safety Executive have produced an information sheet on “Safe Use of Fire-arms in Productions”.  This covers all aspects of fire-arm use in amateur and professional productions.

An extract that is particularly relevant to amateur productions:

Props and deactivated weapons should not be capable of discharging a projectile. This could still inflict bodily harm if used to hit someone.  However, the main hazards are theft and loss, public distress, breach of the peace or if the police respond to an apparent emergency.  The police must therefore be informed.

The producer must ensure that the security arrangements for storage and transportation are adequate, in other words: 

· there is a dedicated and named person responsible for the security of the weapon at all times (including the collection, storage, transportation and safe return). * the named person will accompany the weapon if it is to be moved, for example a courier cannot collect it on behalf of the production; *when not in use, the deactivated weapon is locked in a secure case, which is stored in a locked room with restricted access.

If you want to use a weapon in your production, either just wearing it as part of a costume or actually using it in a fight scene, then you must inform the Festival Stage Director . Lyn Mison: lynmison@aol.com
